
Robert H. Edwards
Life-long Friend

and Comrade in Arms

Of Hiram Robinett



Summary card of all his available records.



Company Descriptive Book

Description.
Age: 18 years; height:  5 feet  7 inches
Complexion: Light
Eyes: Blue ;  hair: Light
Where born: Athens Co Ohio
Occupation:  Clerk

Enlistment
When:  Jan 24, 1862
Where: Parkersburg
By whom: Wm N. Harriss; term 3 y’rs
Remarks: Discharged by reason of
expiration of term of service on
The 24th of January 1865.

Robert H. Edwards



Appears on  Returns  as follows:
• Mar 1863: Co. E 1 Va Cav

Regiment Teamster
• Apr 1863 Absent: Clerk at Gen

Stalds Hdqrs
• May & June 1863 Absent: 

Clerk at Hdqrs 3 Cav Brig
• July 1863: Absent at Brig

Hdqrs
• Aug 1863: Absent without

Leave
• Nov 1863: Absent without

Leave
• Mch 1864: (Co E 1 W Va Cav)

Absent in confinement at
Martinsburg WV

• May t July 1864: Absent in
Confinement at Martinsburg

West Va
• Dec 1864: Absent Hdqrs clerk
• Jan 1865 Jan 24/65 Discharge 

Exp of service at Camp Powell 
Va

This is likely the most 
accurate summary of 
Robert’s time as it was 
done after the fact, 
10/4/1898.



Company Muster Roll
For:  Oct 31/61 to Feb 28, 1862
Present or absent:  not stated

Remarks: 



From Second Auditor’s Roll



Company Muster Roll
For:  Mar & Apr, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: 



Company Muster Roll
For:  Apr 30 to Aug 31, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: 



Company Muster Roll
For:  May & Jun, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: 



Company Muster Roll
For:  Sep & Oct, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: 



Company Muster Roll
For:  Aug 31 to Dec 31, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: Mustered in Jan 24 at Clarksburg.



Company Muster Roll
For:  Aug 31 to Dec 31, 1862
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: Mustered in Jan 24 at Clarksburg



Company Muster Roll
For:  Jan & Feb, 1863
Present or absent:  Present



Company Muster Roll
For:  Mar & Apr, 1863
Present or absent:  Present

Remarks: Detached. Clerk at General Stahel HQ

Note: Major General Julius Stahel, US Army
Congressional Medal of Honor awardee 
Consul to Japan
Consul General to China
Assistant Sec of State



Special Muster Roll
For:  Dated Apr 12, 1863
Present or absent:  Present



Company Muster Roll
For: Apr 30 to Oct 31, 1863
Present or absent: Absent

Remarks: Absent without leave since July 17-63.
$5.04 to be taken from his pay for transportation.

Note: By the end of April, Robert has returned to Company E.
By the middle of July, he is a deserter and his where-abouts
are unknown.



Enclosures.

Desertion 1





Company Muster Roll
For: Apr 30 to Aug 31, 1863

Present or absent: Absent

Due Gov’t:  $5.04 for transportation.

Remarks: Absent without leave since July 17-63.



Company Muster Roll
For: Nov & Dec , 1863
Present or absent: 

Remarks: Deserted his Co. & Regiment on or about July 2 – 63.



Descriptive List of Deserters Arrested.
List dated Dec 18, 1863, and signed
by Actg Provost Marshal, 2 District of Maryland.

Deserted:
When: July 4, 1863
Where: Gettysburg Pa

Arrested:
When: Dec 18, 1863
Where: Towsentown Md

Remarks: Brought in charged with Desertion, his own confession 
sufficient to convict him of Desertion
Reward allowed $30.

Endorsement on list shows that the men named
Therein were received at Baltimore

Dec 18, 1863



Company Muster Roll
For: Jan & Feb 1864
Present or absent: Not stated

Remarks: Deserted his Co. & Regiment on or about July 2 – 63.  
Taken up from desertion.
Due – Govt for transportation $5.04 &
for apprehension $30.



Descriptive List of Deserters

Dated: Mar Alexandria Va.  Feb 10, 1864

Deserted:
When: Jan 4, 1864
Where: Rendezvous of Distribution



Company Muster Roll
For: Mar & Apr 1864
Present or absent: Not stated

Remarks: Deserted his Co. & Regiment on or about July 2 – 63.  
Due – Govt for apprehension $30.
Due – Govt for transportation $5.04
Taken up from deserter.



Company Muster Roll
For:  July & Aug, 1864
Absent

Remarks: In confinement Martinsburg Va
Due Govt $30 for apprehension & delivery
& $5.04 for transportation



Company Muster Roll
For:  July & Aug, 1864
Absent

Remarks: In confinement Martinsburg Va
Due Govt for apprehension $30.00
Due Govt for transportation $5.04



Company Muster Roll

For:  Dec 31 – 63 to Oct 31, 1864
Absent

Remarks:  Detached. Clerk for Gen Averell. Acquitted honorably by a 
General Court Martial at Martinsburg of the charge prepared by order 
of General Averill.
Non Vet



General Averell

Entrepreneur and Inventor after the war

• Designed the mass manufacturing of rubber insulation around electrical 
wires

• Developed asphalt for roads



Been honorably acquitted by a general Court Martial of the Charges 
preferred against him. Robert H. Edwards, Co E 1 W Va. Cav is hereby 
released from arrest and returned to duty with out loss of pay or 
emoluments. 

Note:  It sounds like General Averell saved Robert’s bacon….  Can’t tell exactly 
when this happened, but appears it might have Oct or Nov 64.

Recruit term of service not expired as the original muster out of Non 
Veterans made Nov. 27, 1864, by Capt. E. E. Herdley Asst Com Muster 2 Cav 
Div. – Mustered out by reason of expiration of term of service.

Note:  Appears that Capt. Herdley mistakenly was processing Robert out in 
November, which was of course a mistake. He enlisted Jan 24, 1862 which 
meant his expiration date was Jan 24, 1865. Whoops!

Note:  “Non Veterans” means the soldiers who signed up for 3 months or 3 
years vice the career soldiers.



Company Muster Roll
For:  Nov & Dec 1864
Absent

Remarks: Clk at Brigade Hdqtrs



Company Muster Roll
For:  Jan & Feb, 1865

Remarks: Discharged by reason: Expiration of term of service
Jan 24/65

Note:  Free! Thank God! Free at last!



All these folks lived in the William and Sophronia Edwards household in 1850.



1860 Census for Chauncey, Athens Co, Ohio  for the Wm M. Edwards Family






