
I love it when I discover information that I have possessed for some time yet didn't comprehend what it
is that I have. A few months ago, I came across information concerning my grand uncle Hiram Robinett
and what he was doing between his honorable discharge from the US Army in Jun 1866 and his death 
in March 1868.

As a civilian, Hiram was living in Washington DC at No. 503 12th Street and working in the office of 
Major General Oliver Otis Howard, Head of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, usually referred to as simply the Freedmen's Bureau. 

The Freedmen's Bureau Bill, which established the Freedmen's Bureau in March 1865, was initiated by 
President Abraham Lincoln and was intended to last for one year after the end of the Civil War. The 
Freedmen's Bureau was an important agency of the early Reconstruction, assisting freedmen (freed ex-
slaves) in the South. The Bureau was part of the United States Department of War. Headed by Union 
Army General Oliver O. Howard, the Bureau was operational from 1865 to 1872. It was disbanded 
under President Ulysses S. Grant.  (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia ).

General Howard, a Medal of Honor winner in the Civil War, and who assisted in the founding of 
Howard University, was a career military officer who went on to notable fame and is quite an enjoyable
read. The General recommended Hiram for a return to active duty in one of the Veteran Reserve Corp 
Units. I surmise, whether correctly or not, General Howard intended to continue employing Hiram once
on active duty.

Note on the document below that Hiram was also endorsed by the Representative from his Ohio 
District, his Honorable T. A. Plants.
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Once more, or at least in the interim until I discover additional information, I speculate that Hiram was 
unable to pass the physical required to return to active duty. On March 25, 1868 Hiram died in Dover 
Twp, Athens County, Ohio. He was 24 years old. He is buried in Nye Cemetery, in the Robinett Family 
Plot, in Chauncey, Ohio.


