
 

Clifton D. Holsclaw , Missouri Confederate 

 Descendant of Hans Jacob Holtzclaw 

 
Compiled by John J. Russell MD, Cape Girardeau Missouri, September 2007 

 
Generation No. 1 

 
1.  HANS JACOB1 HOLTZCLAW was born 1683 in Germany, and died 1760 in Germantown, Fauquier, 
Virginia, USA. 
 
Notes for HANS JACOB HOLTZCLAW: 
One of Gov. Spotswood ‘s 42 Germans to Germmana. 
  
Child of HANS JACOB HOLTZCLAW is: 
2. i. JACOB2 HOLTZCLAW, b. 17 Feb 1738, Prince William, Virginia, USA; d. 21 Oct 1812, Harrodsburg, 
Mercer, Kentucky, USA. 
 

Generation No. 2 
 

2.  JACOB2 HOLTZCLAW (HANS JACOB
1
) was born 17 Feb 1738 in Prince William, Virginia, USA, and died 

21 Oct 1812 in Harrodsburg, Mercer, Kentucky, USA.  He married SUSANNAH THOMAS 1758 in Virginia, 
USA.  She was born 10 Oct 1745 in Virginia, USA, and died 10 Oct 1821 in Mercer, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Notes for JACOB HOLTZCLAW: 
Holsclaw, Jacob 
Acres: 400 Book: 4 Survey Date: 7-27-1781 County: Lincoln WaterCourse: Dix R  
Reference: THE KENTUCKY LAND GRANTS Volume 1, Part 1  
CHAPTER II VIRGINIA GRANTS (1782-1792)  
THE COUNTIES OF KENTUCKY  
page 66  
 
Grantee: Holsclaw, Jacob 
Acres: 100 Book: V Survey Date: 12-6-1827 County: Pulaski WaterCourse: Pitmans Cr  
Reference: THE KENTUCKY LAND GRANTS Volume 1, Part 1  
CHAPTER VI KENTUCKY LAND WARRANTS (1816-1873)  
THE COUNTIES OF KENTUCKY  
page 593  
 
 
Children of JACOB HOLTZCLAW and SUSANNAH THOMAS are: 
 i. LEENAH3 HOLTZCLAW, b. 12 Sep 1759, Virginia, USA. 
 ii. JACOB HOLTZCLAW, b. 19 Apr 1764, Virginia, USA. 
 iii. ELIJAH HOLTZCLAW, b. 24 Aug 1764, Virginia, USA. 
 iv. ELIZABETH HOLTZCLAW, b. 28 Dec 1769, Virginia, USA. 
 v. NELLEE HOLTZCLAW, b. 31 Aug 1772, Virginia, USA. 
 vi. SUSSANAH HOLTZCLAW, b. 30 Mar 1775, Kentucky, USA. 
 vii. BENJAMIN HOLTZCLAW, b. 25 Jun 1777, Kentucky, USA. 
 viii. RUTH HOLTZCLAW, b. 30 Oct 1779, Kentucky, USA. 
 ix. JESSE HOLTZCLAW, b. 25 Jun 1782, Kentucky, USA. 
 x. MARY ANN HOLTZCLAW, b. 13 Nov 1785, Kentucky, USA. 
 xi. SARAH HOLTZCLAW, b. 25 Jun 1791, Kentucky, USA. 
3. xii. JAMES HOLSCLAW, b. 25 Mar 1797, Kentucky, USA; d. 06 Sep 1863, Howard, Missouri, USA. 
 
 
 



 

Generation No. 3 
 

3.  JAMES3 HOLSCLAW (JACOB2 HOLTZCLAW, HANS JACOB
1
)
1,2,3 was born 25 Mar 1797 in Kentucky, USA4, 

and died 06 Sep 1863 in Howard, Missouri, USA5.  He married LUCINDA FELAND6,7 25 Jun 1826 in 
Howard, Missouri, USA8, daughter of ANDREW FELAND and FRANCES MASON.  She was born 1810 in 
Lincoln, Kentucky, USA, and died  Bet. 1870 - 1880 in Howard, Missouri, USA. 
 
Notes for JAMES HOLSCLAW: 
Howard Co Missouri Marriages Book 1 
Holtsclaw, James          Fealding, Lucinda          25 June 1826       1      page 116 
 
The Howard County Advertiser, September 9,1863 (p. 2, col. 1), contains the following article:  
"On Tuesday last [September 6], a detachment from this post, went in pursuit of one Captain (Clifton, 
sometimes rendered as or Clifford or Cliff] Holtsclaw [sic], who, it is said, has recently returned from 
Price's army, and who is at the head of a band of guerrillas now operating in this County. It was first 
reported that Captain Holtsclaw had taken prisoner, a man by the name of Bullock, belonging to Guitar's 
regiment, and that he, Holtsclaw, intended to kill him. This caused the detachment to be sent out, they went 
to the house of James Holtsclaw, the father of the reported Captain, and told him that he must pilot them 
over the country. They all got ready, and were in the act of starting, when one of the soldier's guns was 
accidentally discharged, the contents entering the head of the old man, killing him almost instantly. This 
was indeed a sad occurrence, and none seem to regret it more than Lt. Street, who was in c at the time the 
accident occurred.'  
 
Patentee: JAMES HOLSCLAW  
State: MISSOURI  
Acres: 80  
Issue Date: 1/10/1828  
Land Office: Franklin  
Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 566)  
Document Nr.: 2610  
Accession/Serial Nr.: MO0460__.145  
BLM Serial Nr.: MO NO S/N  
  
E½SW  26/  49-N  17-W  No  5th PM  MO  Cooper, Howard     
                
Patentee: JAMES HOLSCLAW  
State: MISSOURI  
Acres: 40  
Issue Date: 11/2/1837  
Land Office: Fayette  
Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 566)  
Document Nr.: 9630  
Accession/Serial Nr.: MO2670__.027  
BLM Serial Nr.: MO NO S/N  
  
NWNE  31/  51-N  16-W  No  5th PM  MO  Howard     
  
Patentee: JAMES HOLSCLAW  
State: MISSOURI  
Acres: 40  
Issue Date: 11/10/1841  
Land Office: Fayette  
Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 566)  
Document Nr.: 19813  
Accession/Serial Nr.: MO2870__.070  



 
SWNE  31/  51-N  16-W  No  5th PM  MO  Howard     
  
Patentee: JAMES HOLSCLAW  
State: MISSOURI  
Acres: 80  
Issue Date: 4/1/1843  
Land Office: Fayette  
Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 566)  
Document Nr.: 21708  
Accession/Serial Nr.: MO2900__.429  
  
E½NE  31/  51-N  16-W  No  5th PM  MO  Howard     
 
More About JAMES HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri9 
 
More About LUCINDA FELAND: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri9 
  
Children of JAMES HOLSCLAW and LUCINDA FELAND are: 
 i. CLIFTON D.4 HOLSCLAW9,10,11,12, b. 13 Oct 1825, Howard, Missouri, USA13,14,15,15; d. Jul 1908, Hume,     

Bates, Missouri, USA16. 
 
Notes for CLIFTON D. HOLSCLAW: 
Provost Marshall Index:  
Holsclaw, Clifton D. Howard Glasgow Statement that he was a Confederate soldier in a company of 
rangers under Col. Williams, would like to take the oath and become a farmer 06-29-1865 F 1476  
 
Born to James Holsclaw and Lucinda Feland Holsclaw in Richmond Twsp, Howard County Mo Clifton 
D. Holsclaw was a contemporary of many familiar names like Jackson and Jackman. Born on 13 Oct 
1825, he was the oldest of eleven  children. Milton T. Along with brothers Clifton D. And James P. 
Travel to California in 1849 in search of gold.  Having some success Milton becomes a fixture in Santa 
Clara County while his brothers return to Missouri prior to the 1860 Census. The Holsclaws were an 
affluent agricultural family owning 11 slaves and nearly $17,000 of land and property in the 1860 
census. It comes as no surprise then that the male members of the family, being of prime military age, 
decided to enter into the service of the Missouri State Guard. Five of the Holsclaw boys joined the 6th 
Missouri Infantry Volunteers, Co G at Cove Creek Arkansas, a devastating decision for the family as it 
turns out. None escaped unscathed, Clifton being wounded at Elk Horn Tavern, James P. at Vicksburg 
requiring a long hospitalization, and the other 3 boys making the ultimate sacrifice, William at Corinth, 
John and Benjamin at Vicksburg. The 6th MO Inf (CSA) was assigned to the First Missouri Brigade 
under Cockrell at Vicksburg and fought against neighbors and friends on that field of battle but that is 
yet another story. Suffice it to say, that Mrs. Lucinda Holsclaw had a very bad year from mid summer 
1862 on when her eldest son appears back home wounded with a recruiting commission, losing a son in 
October of that year and then losing 2 more sons with the fifth severely wounded. Put into the mix 
watching her husband get shot in the head in her own front yard in September of 1863, plus at least one 
report that her eldest daughter Mary Elizabeth had been killed at home trying to dry gunpowder in the 
summer of '62, it takes a strong woman to keep the emotions together and the farm running. Clifton 
establishes a guerrilla unit that plagues the Union officials and militia throughout the years of 1863 and 
1864.  
 
He appears to give himself over to authorities in June 1865, taking the oath of allegiance and returning 
to the Howard County farm he grew up on. 1870 finds him the head of the household, farming, caring 
for his now 70 year old mother who was to die within a couple of years. Under his care were his 
younger brother James P. now working as a school teacher and three sisters Eliza J, Frances A., and 
Sarah M. all old enough to be called spinsters in that day. Eventually, Eliza and Sarah marry in he late 
1870's. No off spring is known of from these unions. Clifton and James P. appear to liquidate their 
limited post war assets and move westward, perhaps to remove themselves from the community which 
they could easily have felt disassociated from. In 1880 James P. is found living on a farm in Bates Co. 
Missouri with his older sister Eliza J. (Holsclaw) White, Eliza having married the year before in 



Howard Co. Missouri to one William C. White. Clifton is just across the border in Linn Co. Kansas 
working as a carpenter. Sometime in the intervening 20 years, Clifton manages to attend a number of 
confederate soldier reunions listing his address in 1890 as being in Hume, Missouri which is located in 
Bates County where his sister and brother have been residing. In the 1900 Census, Clifton is again 
listed as living with his sister Eliza White in Hume, Bates Co., Missouri where he spends the sunset of 
his life passing away in July of 1908 apparently having never married nor leaving any off spring. Eliza 
dies 17 Sept 1913 of uterine cancer, her younger brother James P. being the death certificate informant. 
James P. dies at age 85 on the farmstead having never married as well, per Ray McConnell the local 
funeral director who buried all 3 of the Holsclaws in the Hume Cemetery.  
 
Thus a poignant and somewhat sad story of a family, the descendants of an early Missouri pioneer from 
Kentucky who carved what by any standards of the day would appear to be the pinnacle of agrarian 
success only to lose it all in the turbulent times of Civil War Missouri.  
 
John Russell MD 2007.  
 
More About CLIFTON D. HOLSCLAW: 
Burial: Bates, Missouri16 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri17 

 
4.   ii. MILTON T HOLSCLAW, b. 12 Jul 1827, Howard, Missouri, USA; d. Bet. 1900 - 1910, Santa Clara, 

California, USA. 
 iii. MARY ELIZABETH HOLSCLAW18,19,20, b. 1830, Howard, Missouri, USA21,22,23; d. Bet. 1862 - 1863, 

Howard, Missouri, USA. 
 
More About MARY ELIZABETH HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1850, Howard, Missouri24 

 
 iv. JAMES P HOLSCLAW25,26,27,28,29, b. 25 Feb 1831, Howard, Missouri, USA30,31,32,33,34; d. 12 Mar 
1916, Hume, Bates, Missouri, USA35. 

 
Notes for JAMES P HOLSCLAW: 
MO  Death Certificate #9125 Born Howard Co. MO, Father James Holsclaw of Ky , Mother Lucinda 
Feland of Ky. Died of Lagrippe.  
 
Name: J P Holsclaw  
Side: Confederate  
Roll: M2072_1  
Roll Title: List of Confederates Captured at Vicksburg, Mississippi, July 4, 1863  
6th Missouri Co. G Private, Paroled  
 
Severly wounded at Vicksberg, was captured May 4 1865 at Citronelle Alabama. He had been 
hospitalized in Jackson MS since battle of Vicksberg and eventually paroled from Jackson MS on May 
12 1865.  
 
More About JAMES P HOLSCLAW: 
Burial: Bates, Missouri35 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri36 

  
 v. WILLIAM M HOLSCLAW37,38,39, b. 1832, Howard, Missouri, USA40,41,42; d. 03 Oct 1862, Corinth, 
Mississippi, USA. 

 
Notes for WILLIAM M HOLSCLAW: 
William, Lt. Holsclaw, elected 2nd Lt 6th MO Inf Co. G 10 May 1862.  
Death: 3 Oct 1862 - killed at Corinth, Ms.  
 
More About WILLIAM M HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri43 

 
 vi. ELIZA J HOLSCLAW44,45,46,47,48,49, b. 04 Nov 1833, Howard, Missouri, USA50,51,52,53,54,55; d. 17 Sep 1913, 

Hume, Bates, Missouri, USA56; m. WILLIAM C WHITE, 03 Jul 1879, Howard, Missouri, USA; d. Bef. 1900. 
 



Notes for ELIZA J HOLSCLAW: 
Howard County Marriages , Book, Page 
Holtsclaw, Eliza J.                  White, William C.                    3 July 1879            4               306 
 
More About ELIZA J HOLSCLAW: 
Burial: Bates, Missouri56 
Cause of Death: Uterine Sarcoma 
Medical Information: Mo Death Certificate #28989, brother James informant 
Residence: 1910, Howard, Bates, Missouri57 

 
 vii. FRANCES A HOLSCLAW58,59,60, b. 1836, Howard, Missouri, USA61,62,63; d. Aft. 1870. 

 
More About FRANCES A HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri64 

 
 viii. BENJAMIN F HOLSCLAW65,66,67,68, b. 1838, Howard, Missouri, USA69,70,71; d. 29 May 1863, Vicksberg, 

Mississippi, USA72. 
 
More About BENJAMIN F HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri73 

 
 ix. JOHN W HOLSCLAW74,75,76,77,78, b. 1843, Howard, Missouri, USA79,80,81; d. 29 May 1863, Vicksberg, 

Mississippi, USA82,83. 
 
More About JOHN W HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri85 

 
 x. SARAH M HOLSCLAW86,87,88, b. 1845, Howard, Missouri, USA89,90,91; d. Aft. 1876; m. HENRY 

KELLY92, 23 Jan 1876, Howard, Missouri, USA92; b. 184592. 
 
More About SARAH M HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1860, Richmond, Howard, Missouri93 

 
 

Generation No. 4 
 

4.  MILTON T4 HOLSCLAW (JAMES
3
, JACOB

2
 HOLTZCLAW, HANS JACOB

1
)
94,95,96,97,98 was born 12 Jul 1827 in 

Howard, Missouri, USA99,100,101,102, and died Bet. 1900 - 1910 in Santa Clara, California, USA.  He married 
MARY ANN ZUCK103,104,105 11 Feb 1855 in CA105.  She was born 1834 in Ohio106,107. 
 
Notes for MILTON T HOLSCLAW: 
Page 613.................... Milton T. Holsclaw. This worthy pioneer was born in Howard county, Missouri, July 
12, 1827, where he received a limited education, and learned the blacksmith's trade with his father, who 
carried on that business in connection with farming. He is the eldest of fourteen children, ten of whom lived 
to man's estate. Mr. Holsclaw joined the Christian Church, August 23, 1849. In company with his brothers, 
Clifton D., and James P., Holsclaw, the subject of our narrative, left his native state to cross the plains for 
California, arriving at Diamond Springs the 9th September of that year[ one year to the day before 
California was admitted as a state]. Here they erected the second house in that place, established a 
provision depot and made it their headquarters, also engaging in mining in the Martinez and Weber creeks, 
finally moving, in January 1851, to the middle fork of the Cosumne river, where they were successful, until 
April 1st, making from forty to fifty dollars a day per man. At this time Mr. Holsclaw's two brothers joined 
the forces sent to meet the Indians, while our subject proceeded to Sacramento City, where, purchasing a 
wagon and team, he commenced freighting to Grass Valley, Yuba and Placerville. In the month of June he 
laid in a stock of provisions, and, proceeding to Shasta City, sold them, but so bold were the natives that he 
had to stand guard over his mules in the very heart of town. He then returned to Sacramento, after a very 
rapid march from fear of Indians, and there, on July 3d, once more joined his brothers. The National 
Holiday they passed in that city, and on the day after started southwards, visiting Stockton, Livermore Pass, 
Mission San Jose, San Jose City, and finally arrived at Gilroy, August 2, 1851, determining to make their 
home; his brother, J. P. Holsclaw, and himself being the two first members of a Protestant Church to locate 



there. Here they kept open house to members of all Christian denominations, the first arrangement of the 
South Methodist Church in the district being organized there in 1853. In September 1851, he started the 
first blacksmith shop in Gilroy. In 1852, the Holsclaw brothers raised the first crop of wheat in the Gilroy 
District, which they conveyed to Alviso and sold at eight cents per pound. In the following year they added 
barley to their production and manufactured some flour, which they disposed of in a radius of thirty miles 
on credit, to all that wanted bread. The honesty of the settlers is fully borne out by Mr. Holsclaw's 
statement that out of six thousand dollars' woth of produce thus sold, he lost only sixteen dollars. In 1854 
he moved on to the farm now occupied by Hon. T. R. Thomas. In 1854-5 he was Constable of Gilroy 
township. In 1856 he sold his farm, and moved to the tract now occupied by Mr. Graff and Frank Smith. 
This he disposed of, in 1858, and moved to the lot on which the railroad depot now stands. In 1859 he 
disposed of this property, and built the house now occupied by D. Hildebrand, and there resided until he 
purchased, in 1860, a farm near that of D. Zuck, where he dwelt until 1867. In 1868, selling his land, he 
embarked in the sheep business, and moved his family to the town of Gilroy. In 1872, disposing of this last 
enterprise, he purchased the property known as the Homestead tract, where he now resides. In 1875 he sold 
his town property, and took up his residence on the farm. Mr. Holsclaw married, February 11, 1855, Mary 
Ann Zuck, a native of Marion county, Ohio, by whom he has had ten children. Of these, the following are 
now living: William B., born March 6, 1860; Florence Mabel, born November 28, 1871; Gracie Ellen, born 
March 16, 1874  
 
Title: History of Santa Clara County, California 
Author: By J. P. Munro-Fraser 
Publication: Alley, Bowen & co. 
Date: 1881 
Text: Online at Google Books 
 
MILTON T. HOLSCLAW 
First Blacksmith Shop in Gilroy, 1851 
Gilroy Township 
 
Milton T. Holsclaw was born in Howard County, Missouri, July 12, 1827.  He crossed the plains, and after 
working awhile in the mines, he came to Gilroy, in August, 1851, and a month later started the first 
blacksmith shop in Gilroy.  In 1852 he and his brother raised the first crop of wheat in the Gilroy District, 
of which they sold a portion in Alviso at eight cents per pound.  He now has a ranch of 140 acres along the 
Los Llagas Creek, two miles (in an air line) northeast of Gilroy.  Of this land he has thirty acres in alfalfa, 
which was sowed in 1876, and has borne continuously since that time without replanting.  This has been 
cut two or three seasons for hay, but it has been pastured the most of the time. 
 
On this he has the present year (1888) kept forty head of cattle, twelve horses, and fifty hogs, and has never 
fed them anything else.  The hogs he sold for market.  He keeps ten milch cows now, but usually milks 
from ten to twenty-five.  The product of the dairy is principally butter, for which he finds a ready market 
with regular customers in this vicinity.  He makes butter the year round,--from fifty to one hundred pounds 
per week.  He raises from fifty to seventy-five acres of barley every year, obtaining from thirty to forty 
bushels to the acre.  Mr. Holsclaw rented 230 acres of land in 1888, of which 115 are in wheat and 115 in 
barley, which will be cut for grain.  He never irrigates.  In 1875 he set out about 100 trees, consisting of 
apples, pears, peaches, prunes, cherries, etc., and has been adding to it since, until he now has about 
twenty-five acres in fruit, of which eighteen acres were set out this year in prunes and peaches.  The trees 
have borne well, the only drawback being the codlin moth in the apples and pears.   
 
He came to Gilroy in 1851, and has resided within a stone’s throw of the town ever since.  His present 
residence he erected in 1875.  The first place he settled on is now within the city limits of Gilroy, owned by 
Thomas Rea.  He and his brother were the only ones who had grain to sell in Gilroy in 1852-53, and they 
sold to immigrants and others in the vicinity of Gilroy, mostly on credit, and out of $6,000 worth so sold, 
they only lost $16. 
 
He was married February 11, 1855, to Mary Ann Zuck, a native of Marion County, Ohio, by whom he has 
three children now living.  



 
Pen Pictures From The Garden of the World or Santa Clara County, California, Illustrated. - Edited by H. 
S. Foote.- Chicago:  The Lewis Publishing Company, 1888. 
Pg. 341-342 
Transcribed by Kathy Sedler 
Proofread by Betty Vickroy 
 
More About MILTON T HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1900, San Ysidro, Santa Clara, California108 
 
More About MARY ANN ZUCK: 
Residence: 1900, San Ysidro, Santa Clara, California108 
  
Children of MILTON HOLSCLAW and MARY ZUCK are: 
 i. WILLIAM B5 HOLSCLAW108,109, b. 1860, California110,111. 

 
More About WILLIAM B HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1900, San Ysidro, Santa Clara, California112 

 
 ii. FLORENCE M HOLSCLAW112, b. 1873, California112,113. 

 
More About FLORENCE M HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1900, San Ysidro, Santa Clara, California114 

 
 iii. GRACE E HOLSCLAW114, b. 1874, California114,115. 

 
More About GRACE E HOLSCLAW: 
Residence: 1900, San Ysidro, Santa Clara, California116 
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